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Half of Man Is Woman (The opening paragraph)
by Zhang Xianliang

Trandated by Zhu Chunshen

So many times | have intended to write down these experiences of mine only to be
discouraged either by repen-tance for what | have done or by the shame | felt as| knew | would
be covering some of them up. One is often one's own enemy. The sunlight is danting through the
window  spreading the eastern wall with golden glory. A moth has all of a sudden launched
itself from its perch on alandscape painting and quietly starts to circle around the room. The sun
is coming to the end of its day’s journey, but tomorrow it will rise again repeating that everlasting
course from the beginning. The moth  however may die before the return of theday  reduced
to apinch of dirt. Creaturesin thisworld  living their lives and dying their deaths  consciously
or unconsciously  are al obsessed with that ridiculous idea of immortality or eternity. Yet as a
matter of fact every one of them has attained eternity  even though it may have lived for but
one second. There is eternity in this onesecond life. | won’ t chase that shadowy eternity, for
aready thereis eternity in my life.

A Letter to An-Wel from Lauren Xue

78
Dear Mr. An-We,
How are you doing these days? Did you have an opportunity to take a break during the May
Day holidays?

I am Lauren, a student from Xi‘'an Trandators College. | would like to share with you what |
have learnt in An Shang. Two weeks in An Shang are not long for us young students. But this brief
but invaluable experience has changed my life. | have learnt so much which | can never learn from
books. Some of my learning can not be described in words. It seems that they cannot be seen and
touched. But they are indeed in my heart and beginning to affect me silently.

| till have a fresh memory of the warm welcome by the An Shang School children to their
visitors, the honest and hospitality of the villagers, your kindness and devation to the An Shang
people. | will aways remember those touching moments | experienced in your home village.



We went to An Shang Village to learn English from Globa Volunteers. We have achieved our
goa. As amatter of fact, we have learnt much, much more than we expected. What is more, | have
learnt how to live a meaningful life. My experience in An Shang is like a spiritua shower which
helps me in considering what kind of people | should be. | know | till have a long way to go.
There are a lot for me to learn and much room for me to shape and improve mysdf. To be
knowledgeable and mature as early as possble, | am fully aware that | need something new,
something inspiring and something healthy to enrich my life. | have got this kind of new ideas and
inspiration during my twoweek stay in An Shang Village. And this will be an important part of
my life experience.

Globa Volunteers have aso taught me a lot. They opened for us a new horizon and brought us
afresh breeze. Theirsis a spirit of enthusiasm, kind-heartedness, volunteering, helping, caring and
sharing. They come to China to help us on their own expenses. Some of the volunteers came to
China to serve more than once. Sally Keller, a white-haired lady, is very dedicated in volunteering.
She has volunteered in An Shang twice. Myrle Langley has served three times in Chinal Their
service and noble spirit have left a long-lasting impact on us as well as the children of An Shang
School and the villagers.

I will aways cherish those happy and meaningful time in An Shang Village!

Lauren
P.S. Attached to this email is a photo of me with John and Alex so that you can remember me!
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