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Chinese volunteers visit Minnesota

By Tom LaVenture

MINNEAPOLIS (January 31,
2007) — Students in a University
of Minnesota Chinese language
class had the opportunities to
converse with visitors from China
this week.

The special guests are members
of anine-person delegation from the
City of Xi’an who were visiting the
Twin Cities from Jan. 27 through
Feb. 2 to share their culture,
goodwill and language skills in a
unique volunteer exchange program
arranged by Global Volunteers
(www.globalvolunteers.org), a St.
Paul-based nonprofit international
development organization that
offers ordinary individuals the
chance to immerse themselves
in other cultures through short-
term service programs around the
world.

The delegation members included
Mr. Ma Ke, the leader, along

with fellow Xi’an natives, Chen
Li, Shi Baoling, Ma Lili, Yang
Bao, Lu Fan, Zhou Yizhou, Zhou
Liwei, and Zhao Bo (from northern
China). One member is an English
language teacher. Four members
are college students. One member
is a local government worker. The
remaining three come from various
private sector companies.

The visitors come from all walks
of life in Xi'an, the capital city
of Shaanxi Province of 7 million
people most famous for the Terra
Cotta Warriors and Horses.

Mr. Ma Ke, the delegation
leader, runs the Shaanxi Tourism
Publishing House. Tourism is
Xi'an’s major industry, and they
expect a lot of people attending the
2008 Beijing Olympics to spend
some time before or after the games
in Xi'an.

Mr. Ma said the main reason
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Mr. Ma Ke, the China delegation leader, speaks to the Level I Chinese language class at

the U of M on Wednesday. Photes by Tom LaVenture

for the group’s visit is to return
the favor that so many American
volunteers had done for China. For
the past decade, 144 teams, totaling
2,000 volunteers have come to
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teach English to Chinese youth
and adults in the cities of Xian
and Kunming, as well as the village
of An Shang in Shaanxi Province,
where volunteers recently built a
school.

Ma was with the first Xi’an team
that went to Florida in 2005 to
renovate and paint a home for an
elderly couple. This is the second
Xi’an delegation and its main
mission is teaching and cultural
exchange.

“We want to improve mutual
understanding and friendship
between the two people,” Mr.
Ma gaid, “Chinsse language has
become more aud more popuiar
in the U8, wnd move and more
shdemta want 1o lsarn Chinese.
W&%ammwmmmamp teach
Chivesy o sndenis who want 0
fears Chinsss,”
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an appreciation for American
students.

“They are very clever,” Mr. Ma
said. “Their Chinese is pretty good.
I talked to them in Chinese after
the lecture and asked them if they
understood me. The students said
they understood 80 percent. That’s
pretty good.”

“I am very surprised,” said Ma
Li Li, a manager in a tourism hotel
management company. “They have
been learning Chinese for only five
months. Their Chinese is very good
and they can even write simple
sentences.”

Professor Wang Jing, the
classroom instructor for the Level
I course and appreciates the
opportunities for an alternative
approach to-learning, The students
had boen stedving for the past
Sve months aed wirs aiveady sble
i wel and amewar guestons in

“This wsg 2 ws‘g good sluws f
mkmam S% 2 e il with: mative
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ven help i bulld confidence and
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é" “hivese cubtuve and ad.

“The Assericen poopls are very
Fodmndly avel very brissorons,”™ suid

Chen. “Even the
security staff at
the airport was
very nice.”

She and other
members visited
classrooms in
St. Paul and
Washington
County
schools. The
group observed
that uch more
security and
were shocked
when a student
physically removed from the
building by security.

Ms. Chen was also keen to
observe the women and GLBTG in
Americen socioty. As more Chinese
WOmEn bucome
professionals, stay single and
ehildlens pant ape 30, the sacounier
pRenREes without pwma‘
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Xi’an, China Delegation members: Chen Li, Ma Ke (leader), Shi
Baoling, Ma Lili and Zhou Yizhou. Not pictured: Yang Bao, Lu
Fan, Zhou Liwei and Zhao Bo.

“I learned a lot about American
history, economics and culture,”
Zhou said.

The group took ina Timberwolves
goaes and visis the favnous Mell of
America, They expected it 1o be
cold, but were not gccustomed
to guch freszing tempershires in
Ki'sn,

“This iy my ?%::-mi time in
Minncsoiza and °s sheuys b the
winrer,™ Mr. b3 dghed,

The delegstion travels to
Washingion, DO, snd New Vork
this weakend, and thea to Lag
Vegas, Los Angsles and Hawall
befors revmning hovse.

Additions! waterisl wes provided
By Bob San of the UM Mows
Servies, ®
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